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III. Part of a Letter from the Rewverend My Abra-

ham dela Prvme ro the Publifber, concerning
Trees found under Ground in Hatfield Chace.

Thorn, Nov. ¥9. 1701

Honoured Sir,
T hath been the good Providence of God to fettle me in

this pare of the Country, where near abouts I was bred
and born (and therefore may write with more aflured-
n°{s thereof, than any one can from a fuperficial and tran-
fitory view and enquiry) to wit, at the Aucient Town of
Zhorn, within the ramous Levels of Eutfield Chace (fo well
known in the Courts of Weftminfler, for the great Suits
that have been depending there about them, this threefcore
and tenyears) which Levels were the greate{t Chace of Red
Dear that K, Ch. the Firft had in all England, containing
within all Limits above 180000 Acres of Land, about half
of which was yearly drowned, and hurtfully furrounded
with an Occan of Waters. This he bargains with, and
tells unto one Sir Corzelins Vernmiden a Dutchman, to dife
chace, drain and reduce to conftant Arable and Pafture
Giounds, which to the wonderful furprize ot the whole
Nation, the vaft advantage of the whole Country round
about, which before ‘was but Barbarous, thinly Inhabited,
Poor and RBeggarly, and at the increditle labour, and
charges of above 400000 /. he at length bravely and cffeGu-
ally pertermed. Whofe name deferves a thoufand times
more to be henourably mentioned and recorded in all our
Hiftories than Scaurws’s was in thole of Rowe, for drain-

ing a great Lake in Jtaly, not a quarter fo big as this.
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In_the Soil of all, or molt of which the abcvelaid
180000 Acres of Land, of which goooo were drained, e-
ven in the bottom of the River of Oxfe, in the bottom of
the adventitious Soil of all Marfbland, and round about by
the skirts of the Lincolnjhire Woulds unto Gainsburg, Ban-
try, Doncafler, Baln, Snaith and Holden, are found infinite
Millions of the Roots and Bodies of Trees of all bigneflts
great and little, and of moft of the forts that this famous
Hland either formerly did, or that at prefent does produce,
as Pitch Trees commonly called Firrs, Oaks, Birch, Beech,
Yew, Wirethorn, Willow, Afh, &vw. the Roots of ail, or
moft of which f{tand in the Soil in their natural poitures,
as thick as ever they could grow, as the bodies of moit of
them lye by their proper Roots. Moft of the great Trecs,
by all their length abouta yard from their great Roots
(unto which they did moft evidently belong, both by their
fituation, and the famenefs of the Wood) with their tops
commonly North Eaft, tho indeced the fialler Trees lye
almoft every way crofs thofe, fome above, {ome un.
der, a 3d part of all which are Pitch Trees, commonly
called Firrs, fome of which have been found of 30 yards
lengthand above, and have been fold to make Mafts and
Keels for Ships of. Oaks have been found of 20, 30and 35
yards long, yet wanting many yards at the fmall end. Some
of which have been fold for 4, 8, roand 15 /. a piece.
Which are as black as Ebony, and very lafting and durablc
in any {ervice that they are pat unto. As for Athes, it is
commonly obferved of them, that their Conftituent parts
Texture are {o diffolved, thatthey become as {oft as Earth,
and are commonly cut in pieces by the Workmens Spades,
which as foon as flung up into the open air, fall away in-
to Duft 5 but all the reft, even the Willows themfelves,
which are fofter than Afhes, preferve their fubftance and
texture to this day. 1 have {een {ome Pitch or Firr Trees,
that asthey have laid all along, atter that they were fall'n,
have ftruck up great branches from their fides, which have

grown
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grown unto the Thicknefs and Height of confiderable
Trees.

It is very obfervable, Sir, and manifeftly evident, that
many of thofc Trees of all forts have been burnt, butefpe-
cially the Pitch or Firr Trees, fome quite through, and
fome all on a fide ; fome have been found choppd and
fquared, fome bored through, otherfome half Riven with
great Wooden Wedges and Stones in them, and broken
Ax-heads, fomewhat like Sacrificing Axesin fhape, and all
this in {uch places, and at {uch depths as could never be
opened from the Deftruction of this Foreft, until the time
of the drainage. Near a great Root in the Parifh of &Has-
field, was found 8 or g Coins of fome of the Roman Limpe-
rors,but exceedingly confumed and defaced with time,and it
1s very obfervable,that upon the confines of this low Coun-
try between Burmingham and Brumby in Lincolnjhire, are
feveral great Hills of loofe Sand, which as they are vearly
worn and blown away with the Sand, are difcoversd an-
der them many Roots of great Firrs cor Pitch Trees, with
the Iimprefies of the Ax as frefh upon then, as'if they had
but been cut down a few Weeks, which I have feveral
times with pleafure taken notice of, as I have rid thatr way.

Hazle Nuts and Acorns have frequently been found at the
bottom of theSoil of thofeLevels andMores, andFirr or Pirch
Tree Apples or Conesin great quantities by whois Butiais
together. And at the very bottam of anew Rivercr Uram,
that the Drainers cut (almoft 100 yards wide, and 4 wr 5
miles long, atthe charge of above 30000 /. befides the great
Sluice at the end thereof, which coft.near 3cc00 4 more)
were found old Trees {quared and cut, Rails, Stoups, Bars
old Lioks of Chains, Horfe-heads, an old Ax f{omewhat
like a Rattle Ax, two or three Coins of the Emperor Vefpa-
tian, one of which 1 have feen in the hands of Mr Corze-
lins Lee of Hatfield, with the Emperors head cn the one
fide, and a Spread Eagle on the other, but that which is
more obfervable is, that the very ground at the ‘bottom of

the
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the River was found in fome places to lye in Rigg and Fur,
manifefting thereby that it had been plow’d and tilled in
former days.

My good Friend, Mr Edw. Canby of this Town, told me
yeRernight, that about 50 years ago, undera great Treein
this Parifh was found an old fhaped Knife, with a Haft of
a very hard black fort of Wood, which had a Cap of Cop-
per or Brafs on the one end, and a Hoop of the fame Me-
tal on the other end, where the Blade went into it, Which
Blade foon mouldering away, the {aid Mr Canby valuing the
Haft excéedingly, got a new Blade put therein, with this
Verfe upon it.

Ever fince NO's Flood was 1 left,
My old Blade's confunid, but thisis the Haft.

The fame Gentleman alfo found an Oak Tree within his
Mores 40 yards long, 4 yards Diametrically thick at the
greatend, 3 yardsand a foot in the middle, and two yards
over at the {mall end, {o that by moderate computation,
the Tree feems to have been as long again, for which he
had-20 /. proffered. .At another time he found a Pitch or
Firr-Tree 36 yards long, befides the computed length there-
of, which might well be 15 yards mecre. So that there
hath been exceeding great Trees in thefe Levels; that which
is alfo very ftrange, 1s that about 5o years ago, at the very
bottem of a Turf-pit, wasfound a Man lying at his length,
with his Head upon his Arm, asin a common pofture of
fleep, whofe skin being as it were tann’d,by the More Wa-
ter preferved his{hape intire, but within, his Flefh, and moft
of his Bones were confumed and gone, an Arm of whom
one of the Workmen cut off, and brought home to his Ma-
fter, which isnow in the pofleflion of my honoured
Friend, and great Antiquary Dr Nat. Jobnfon, whofe Anti-
quities of this Country are earneftly expeted by all Ingeni-

ous men.
Qq9qqg Bat,
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But, Sir, that all thofe things may not feem incredible,
tho ftrange unto you, give me leave toadd what hath
been obfervcd in other places and Countries, upon this very
fubject of Subterraneous Trees, becaufe that'it will niot only
much illaftrate the fame; "but ‘alfo make it the more intelli-

ible.

s Cambdenr and others have told us, and it is a thing very
common, and well known that moft of the great Morafles,
Mofles, Fens and Boggs ‘in Somerfetfbire, Chefbire, Lanca-
f/nre, Weﬂmorelemd gibr:&f.‘ure' Staffordfhire, meoln_//nre
and other Counties in England, are full of the Roots and’
Bodies of great Trees, moft of which are Pitch or Firr, and
that they have the fame Pefitions and Impreflions of the
Fire and Ax upon.them, that tivofe have.

Giraldus Canmbrenfis - tr«lls us, “that in. King Henry the 2d’s
days, by the force of exiraorainary Storms, “the Sands were
driven fo much off from \he Sea-fhores in Pembrokefbire,
that under them were difcovered great numbers of the
Roots and-Bodies of Tressin their natural poftures, with
the ftroaks of the Ax as frefh upon them. as 1f they - had but
been cut down yefterday,with a veryblack Earth,and fome
Blocks like' unto Ebony,’ (if there :be any (dch: Wood) the
very like” were difcovered: again at' Newgal/, in . the fame
County in 1590, and in Cardiganfhire, and other places
fince.

Dr Plot, (a late worthy Member of your Society !) men-
tious the like Roots and ‘Trees to be found in' Shebber Pool,
the old Pewit Pool, and at Layterz, and other places in
Staffordfhire, and from their natural fituations and poftures
does rightly and judicioufly conclude, that they did cer-
tainly grow there.

Dr Leigh (in his late Learned and Ingenious Hiftory of
Chelhire ) obferv es thatin the - drammg of Mastin Meer
(which was performed ‘but a few" years agoj. was found
multitudes of the Roots and Bodie§* of great Pitch Trees,
commonly called Firrs, in their natural poftures, with:great

quan-
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guantities of their Cones, 8 Canoo’s, {uch as the old Br:-
tains {ail’d in, and in another More was found a Bra(s Kct-
tle, Beadsof Amber, a fmall Mill-ftone, the whole head of
an Hippopotamus and humanc Bodies entire and uncorrapted.
Ifuppofe he means as to outward appearance.

Many. places of the Soil of Anglefea and Man, =5 alfo of
the Bouas of Ireland, are likewife full of Roots and Trees,
but ot what fort indecd, 1 have not yet Learn'd : and now
that 1 Lave got into Ireland, pray give me leave to follow
this fubjcct a. little further into other tranfmarine Coun.
tries.

Verflecgan tellsus, thatin many places of the Mores and
Moratles of the Netherlands, great Firr-Trecs are commonly
found, with. their tops lying to the North Eaft, jult as
they doin thefe Levels, and Helmont mentions the Peel there,.
a Turff more of ¢ miles broad.

I have likewife read in fome of the Fremeh Natuaralilts, I
think in Mouficur de la Ferr, that Trees and Rootsarcalfo.
frequently found in the Low Grounds, Levels and Morafles
of France, Switzerland and Savey.

And laftly, the Learned and Curious Rammazzini aflurcs
us, thatn the Territories-of Modena (which are {everal
milcs long and broad, and at prefent a moft fruitful dry
Country, tho in the time of the Cefars, it was nothing but
a great Lake) arc found at 30, 40, and 50 foot decp, the
Soil of a low Mar(hy Country, full of Sedge, Reeds, Shrabs,
Roots, Trees, Nuts, Ears of Corn, leaves of Trecs, Branches
and Boughs of Oaks, Elms, Wall-nuts, Afthes, Willows,
and the very Trees themfelves, fone broke, fome whole,
fome franding upright. {fome lying at their length, &,
with old Coms of the Romun Emperors, old Marbles and
Stones {quared, cut, carved and wrought with the bhands
of Men, &.

But, now Sir, fecing thar we find Roots and Trees, with
other things that arc comimon to thefe Levels, not only
thete, but alfo in other Countries, the thing that yet re-

Qqqqqq 2 mams
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mains to be dilcufs'd and .enquired into is, how all this
comes to be thus, and what reafons and caufes can be given
for the fame. I know indeed, that moft men -are for re-
ferring all this to No's Flood. - But then if {o, how comes
it that the Trees and their Roots lye {o lovingly one near
another, and why lengthways, from South Weft to North
Baft > Why fome of them Burnt ? - Some Chopt? Some
Riven? Some Squared, fome Bored through ? Why the
Soil at the very Bottom of a gréat River lyingin Riggand
Fur? and why the Coins of Roman Emperors found in
thofe places ? e.

In {hort, I humbly conceive, that all thofe Trees grew
in the very places where we now find them, both in this
Country and all others where they are found. I never
heard any Objections but.two, of" any note made againft
my faid Opinion hercin.  The firft always was, That Ce-
Jar exprefsly {ays that no Fir-trees in his time grew in Bri-
tain. This I do acknowledge to betrue, and is fo far from
proving what it is brought for, that it is nothing at all to
the purpofe. For thofe Trees that are called Firs by the
Vulgar ( from their near conformity and likenefs to that
Tree) are well known by all Learned Men (by the Rednefs,
the Rofinous Nature of the Wood, the Gracil Cones hang-
ing downwards, &.) to be the true Pitch-Tree, of which
there are fuch great plenty in Norway, Sweden, and other
Countries of the North 5 of which there-are whole Wodds
of them at this very prefentin Scotland, and upon a Hill at
Wareton in Staffordfbire they grow wild to this very day.
In an old Deed relating to this very Chace, Fir-Trees or
Buthes are mention’d as growing lere and here one, about
300 years ago; and it is very weil known, that there was
a Tree of the very fame Wood growing upon Hatfield
More fide within this 30 years, which a while after was cut
down to make a Rail of, it being the very laft of thatkind
that was {cen flonrithing here.

The
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The 2d was, That thofc forts of Trees are fo wedded
to the High Mountains and Rocks, that they never thrive,
nor naturally grow upon. fiich Low Grounds and Moraflcs,
as thefé are where we now find them bury’d. But this, Sir,
I may be bold fo. fay isa great miftake, for tho they do
indeed in all Cold Countries of the North thrive befk there
upon the hardeft Rocks and Mountains, yet are they fome-
times feen even there plentiful and great, in the Low Mo-
rafles of Liefland, Couirland, Pomerania, and other Countries
thereabouts 5 and in the Low Forefts and Woods Weft of
‘New England, as 1 have heard many Travellers affirmi 5 for
the truth is, that which thefe ftately Trees chiefly delight
to grow in, is a Sandy foil 5 and if it lye never {o high, or
never {olow, there they will grow, and there it is natural
to them. And as the Reverend and Ingenious Mr Earas
Min. of Hatfield, my ever Honour’'d Mafter, lately obferv’d
in the Digging of the Pit of a Great Decoy in thefe Levels,
the Roots of -the Firs or Pitch-Trces always {tood in the
Sand, and the Oaks in the Clay 5 and I have obferved th:
{ame in multitudes of places of thefe Commouns. So that
the Soil is not at all upnatural to them, as fome have fool-
ifhly imagin'd 5 ‘and that they did all grow here there is no
manner of doubt to be made thereof.

Thus, as all thofe great and ftately Treesflourifh’d here,
and compofed one of the Largeft and moft Beautiful Fo-
refts in all the €ountry 5 fo in tlie next place, T fhall en-
quire how it came to be deftroy’d, and for what Reafons
and Caufes it was fo. All this may be kiown by fearching
into the Antient Roman Writers and Hiltorians : who fre-
quently tell us, that when their Armies and Generals pur-
{ued the Wild Britains, that they always fled into theFaft-
nefles of Miry Woods and low Watry Forefts.  Cefar him-
felf confeffes the fame, and {ays, that Caffibelcn and his
Britains after their Defeat paffed the Thaizes, and fled into
fuch Low Morafles and Woods, that there was no poflibili-
ty of following them. We find alfo that the {tout Nation

of



( 988 )

of the Silures did the fame when they Were fet upon by
Oforins and Agricoke. The like did Venutins King of the
Brigantes, who fled into the great Woody Morafles of this
Country, and perhaps- into thofe very fame that formerly
overfpread thefe Levels. And Herodian plainly tells us,
that it was the cuftom of the Wild Britains to keep in the
Fenny Bogs and thick Marfhy Woods, and when opportu-
nity offer’d to iflue out and fall upen the Romans, " who
were at length fo plagucd with them, that they were forced
to iffe out Orders for the Deltroying and Cutting down of
all the Woaods and Forelts in- Britain, efpecially of all thofe
that grew upon Low Grounds and Morafles. This Order,
I think, to the beft of my Memory, is mention’d in Vopifens
however, be it where it will, I am{ure that there was {uch
a one, and that they were accordingly thereupon cut'down,
is evident in many Writers, who tell us, that when Swueto-
niws Panlinus conquered Awglefea, he cut down all the
Woods there.. Guler the Phyfician tells us,that the Romans
kept their Souldiers continually emploved in cutting down
of Woods, Draining of Marfhes and Fenns, and is Paving
of Bogs, Itis manifeft alfo, that they did not only
do this themfelves, but alfo impofed the fame heavy task
upon the Captive Britains, for Galgacus in his Specch to
his Souldiers telisthem, that the Romans made Slaves of
them, and wore out their Bodiesin cutting down of Woods
and in cleanfing of Bogs, amidft a. thoufand. ftripes and
indignitics : But that which is moft obfervable, is what
Dion Caffins tells us, towit, that the Emperor Severns lofx
socoo of his men in a few years time, in cutting down of
the Woods, and cleanfing of the Fennsand Morafles of
the Nation.

Now:Sir, all that hath been alledged may 1 think fuffici-
ently prove, that the Rowans were the deftroyers of all
thofe great Woods and . Forefts, that we now find under-
ground in the bottoms of Mores and Bogs, and that they
attually were in this part of the Country, and deftroyed

this
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this great and bedutiful one, of ftately Firrs ot Pitch T'rees,
that overfpread all thofe vaflt Levels, and the Country
round about 3 I comenow more particularly to thew and
prove,

The common Road of the Rowans out of the South in-
to the North, was formerly from Lindum (Lincoln) to Se-
gelocum [ Little-burvow upon Trent] and from thence ro
Danum [, Doncafter, where they kept a ftanding Garrifon
of Crifpinian Hor{c] a little offon the Eaft and North Eaft,
of their Road between the two lalt named Towns, lay
the Borders of the great' Foreft, which {warmed witix
wild Britains, who were continually making their Salies out
of the fame, and their Retreats into it again, intercepting
their Provifions,taking and deftroying their Carriages,killing
their Allies and Paflengers, and difturbing their Garrifons 5
which at length foenraged the Romans, that they were re-
folved to deftroy it ;and that they might do the fame more
effeCtually, as well as the more eafily, they marched with a
greatArmy againft the fame,and encamped upon a greatHeath
or More, not far from Finningly, (Cas by their Fortifications
there yet to be feen is apparent) where it is probable that a
great Battel enfued, for hard by is alittle Town called Offer-
Jield Now as the latter part of the Word is never ufed to be
added to any other, but wherethere hath been a Rattel 5 {o
the former feems tatell us what Roman General it was that
fought, to wit, the famous Offorius, whom all the Roman
Hiftorians affure us was in thofe parts. But who got the
Vicory is not {o eafy to be judged of, tho no doubt it was
the valiant Romans, who befides the muliicades of the Bri-
tains ' that they flew, drive the reft back inro the great
Foret and Wood, that covered all thislow Country.
Wiiereupon the Ro.zans, that they might both deftroy it
and the Enemy the eaficr, took the opportunity of a firong
South Weflt Wind, and fet great Fires therein, which ta-
king hold of the Fir-Trces, burnt like Pitch, and confumed
infinite numbers of them ; then when the Fige had d(;]nc

what
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what mifchief and execution it could, the Romans brought
their Army nearer, and with whole Legions of Captiye
Britains chopp'd and cut down molt of the Trees, that
were yet left {tanding, leaving only here and there fome
great ones untouched, as monumeats of their fury, and
unneedful of their labour 5 which being deftitute of the
fupport of the Under-Wood, and of their neighbouring
Trees, were eafily overturned by ftrong Winds,  All which
Trees falling crofs the Rivers that formerly ran through
this Low Country, {foon damm’d up the {ame, turned it
into a great Lake, and gave Origin to the great Turf
Mores that are here, by the Girations and Workings of
the Waters,the Precipitation therefromof Terreftrial Matter,
the Confumpation and Putrifattion of Rotten Boughs:
and Branches, and the vaft increafe of thick Water Mofs,
which wonderfully flourifhes, and grows upon fuch rotterr
grounds. Which even now fince the Drainage, and fince
that the Country is laid dry for many Miles round about;
yetfor all that, are, fo furgid with Water, and fo (oft and:
rotten, that they will {carce bear Men to walk upon.

Hence it is, that old Romaz Coins, old Roman Ax-heads,.
&c. have been found by thofe Roots, and Trees that lye
at the bottom of thefe Mores and Levels.

Hence it is, that in all thefe Grounds are found great
numbers of Trees that are burnt, {fome in two, and fome
iength ways, others Hewn and Chopp'd.

Hence it is, that they lye by their own proper Roots
with their tops North Eaft.

Hence it is that fome of the greateft Trees are found with
their Roots on, and others as they have laid all along have
had branches growing out of their fides, unto the thicknefs
and height of confiderable Trees.

Hence itis that both the Clay and More Soyl of the
Country is in fome places 2 or 3 yards higher than it was
formerly, by the growing up of the fame, and the daily
Warp that the Rivers continually caft thercon, &e.

But
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But to ‘return, as the Romans were the Deltroyers of
this great Forelt, fo were they likewife of all thofc o-
thiers that formerly grew upon the Low Countries of Che-
fhire, Lancafbire, Yorkfbire, Lincolnfhire, Staffordfhire,So-
merfetfhire, &c. Yea, and of. the very Countries befores
mentioned beyond Sea, where fuch like Trees are com-
monly found. But as the Romans were not much in
Wales, the Ifle of Man, nor lIreland, {o it cannot be fup-
pofed that it thould be them that cut down their Woods;
but tho’ that they did not, yet others did, for Hollinfbed
and others of our Hiftorians tll us, that Edward the 1ft
being not able to get near the Welfp to fight them, by
their Continuance and Skulking in Boggy Weods, com-
manded them all to be deftroy’d and cut down by the
Fire and Ax : and I doubt not at all but that the Roots
and Trees before-mention’d by Cembrenfis in Pembroke-
fhire, were the Reli¢ts of fome of thofe that were then
deftroy’d :  And as for thofe in Maz and other 1{lands,
they have all been cut down in the time of War, and
have laid till they were grown over with the Soil of
the Neighbouring Grounds :  And as for thofe that are
found in the Bogs of Ireland, many of our Hiftorians
exprefsly fay, that Hewry the 2d, when he conquerd it
et down all the Woods that grew upon the Low Coun-
tries thereof, the better to fecure s Conqueft and Pof-
{eflion of the fame, to keep the Couantry in a {eteled
Peace, and to Difarn the Enemy, who commonly truft-
ing to {uch adv‘antag@s', are apt to Rebel 5 for {afe Ac-
treats are commonly obferved to make not more Thieves
than they do Rebels.

I will add no. more to what I haves writ, but only
this, That it is a very common thing for great Generals
and Armies even to this very day to deftroy all the
Woods that grow upon Adsantageous places and
Fattnefles inan Enemies Country, if they intend to
keep the fame 3 and that they always do it with the

Rrrrex Fire
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Fire and Ax ; Inftances of which I will not here give,
becaufe I have already excecdcd the bounds of a

Letter.

IV. Part of a Letter from Sir Charles Hole 10 the
Publifber, concerning a Child who had its in-
tefiines, Mefentery, &c. in rhe Cavity of the
Thorax, and a jurther accoant o1 the perfon
mentioned to bave [wallowed Stones, in No
25 3. 0f riefe Tvanf+Clions.

X Ometime fince I was defir'd by a Friend of mine to
\S be prefent at the opening of a Child of his,  of a-
bout 2 mouths old, which dyed (as he told me) after
an unufual, and extraordinary manner. I found at the
houfe two Learned Gentlemen and very good Anato-
mifts, invited on the fame occafion.  We enquired into
the Circam{tances of the Childs Sickne(s and Death, and
from the Women received the following account.

¢ That the Child was uneafie and reftlefs from its
¢ Birth, and conftantly labourcd under a difficulty of
¢ Breathing.

¢ That 1ts Illnefs  was like nothing they had feen in
¢ other Children 5 neither could they perceive it relieved
* by any thing adminiftred to it, tho by the advice of a
* Learned Phyfician 3 but it lay groaning and pining till
¢ it dyed.

¢ That they had always obferved, when the Child
¢ was undre't an odd fort of working in its Breaft, and
¢ could perceive a Crawling round the Ribs and Breaft,
¢ on both fides, as if a Knot of fmall Eels, or large
¢ Earth-worms had been penn’d wp within the Cavity.

This



